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OPEN MEETING

Sat. 22nd January 2.30pm
“Beyond the Brava Gente: Rethinking the
Italian Experience of the Second World War”
by Alex Henry
This will be followed by an update on Trent
Park Museum
(See pages 4 and 5 for details)

SEE ALSO INSIDE:
Southgate Office Village

New Southgate Gas
Holder Site Development

Summary of the reasons the
Planning Inspector granted
planning permission (pages 2 and 3)

- now approved (page 8)

Contributions to the January newsletter should be sent by Friday 18th March 2022
to the Editor: Colin Barratt, 48 Maplin Close, Winchmore Hill, London, N21 1NB
Tel: 0208 360 3979. e-mail: newsletter@southgatedistrictcivicvoice.org
Note:- Copies will be emailed, hand delivered or posted during week commencing 11th April 2022

Southgate District Civic Voice ~ Established to conserve and enhance the environment in Southgate,
New Southgate, Cockfosters, Palmers Green, Winchmore Hill and Hadley Wood.
(Registered as an amenity society with Civic Voice).
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SOUTHGATE OFFICE VILLAGE
Southgate District Civic Voice
(SDCV) members will be aware from
our E-news of 14 December 2021 that
the planning inspector granted
planning permission for the high rise
Southgate Office Village (SOV)
development at 286 Chase Road, N14.
The development includes three
towers, the highest of which would be
17 storeys high. The scheme is for
mixed, mainly residential, use.

For the local community and SDCV
this decision is deeply disappointing.
In this article I will summarise briefly how the inspector reached his decision, include some
comments by Civic Voice on the SDCV campaign and offer some thoughts on the planning process.
The inspector's report included the following remarks:
“the height of the taller elements of the proposal is not so extreme that it would harmfully compete
with the [Southgate] station complex.
the height of the taller blocks would not be excessive
the excellence of the design would uplift the character and the appearance of the area.

there would be no harmful overlooking or loss of privacy.“
SDCV disagrees with these judgements. However, there is nothing more we can do in this case. The
inspector's decision is final.
Much as we might disagree with the decision the Inspector was complimentary about SDCV. He
said: “SDCV … have clearly done a lot of valuable work in raising community awareness of the
proposal.” He then went on to comment on the effectively negligible significance of community
engagement in the planning process. He said:
“The difficulty is that consultation or engagement is not the same thing as giving control over the
design, or the height, or the scale, of the scheme to the local community... There is obvious scope for
tension thereby, between the wishes of the community and those of the developer.
I can offer no ready solution to that; the planning process does not function by means of plebiscite. I
must make my decision based on an objective assessment of what is proposed in the light of the
development plan and other material considerations.”
The Inspector explained the development plan context:
“It is fair to say that the Enfield Core Strategy which was adopted in November 2010 is of some
vintage.
The most important policies for determining this appeal are obviously those in the very recently
adopted London Plan 2021.” The inspector found that the SOV proposal accorded with the policy in
the London Plan on tall buildings.

(continued over)
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The gist of the plan context is that Enfield Council does not have an up to date local plan and
therefore the most relevant policy background is the London Plan.
Civic Voice, the national organisation of which SDCV is a member, assisted us in undertaking
community consultation about the Southgate Office Village proposal. Their Executive Director, Ian
Harvey, was a witness for us at the public inquiry. Civic Voice commented in their blog on 17
December as follows:
“We must praise Southgate District Civic Voice, who in all our interactions with them, were positive
and pragmatic about the redevelopment of this site, and did a huge amount of work as volunteers,
who live, work and care about their local area. They tried to secure a better-designed development on
the site, more reflective of the views of the local community.
We saw that they actually tried to ‘take the heat’ out of the local debate on a controversial proposal,
by organising a wider community conversation, which helped to explain the proposal and the
planning process to people who are unfamiliar with the system. Their leadership was inspiring and
should be commended.
But what does a developer have to do in terms of consultation with the local community? Looking at
this decision, not much. An attempt to engage with the public seems sufficient. That does not equate
to meaningful community engagement.”
Reflecting on what we have experienced with the Southgate Office Village scheme what
observations can I offer?
I think we were right to find out what the people of Southgate thought about the scheme. Once the
depth of opposition to the scheme was clear we were right to expend effort in putting these views to
the public inquiry.
I believe that there are two reasons why we were not successful.
First there is no up to date local planning context for Enfield. Until there is a new adopted local plan
the higher level London Plan will prevail.
Secondly, Government policy does not allow for meaningful public engagement. In order for the
views of the public to have greater weight there needs either to be strengthened national policy on
this issue or even better, provision for such a policy in national legislation. We are a long way off
that happening. The debate about the importance of community engagement has been going on for at
least 50 years. Although the odds might be against us I believe nevertheless that communities should
continue to press for a public debate on the importance of community engagement in the planning
process.
Graham Davis

1921 CENSUS RELEASED
For those of you interested in your family history, no doubt you will be aware that the much
anticipated release of the 1921 census happened on Thursday 6th January. It took almost three years
to digitize, a project shared between The National Archives and family history website Find My Past.
It can only be accessed on the Find My Past website (www.findmypast.co.uk), who will charge
£3.50 for a digital copy of an original household schedule, or £2.50 for a transcription of it. (You can
access it free of charge if you visit The National Archives at Kew). It’s not just a useful source for
family research, but also gives a valuable insight into social history, with employment details and
divorce included for the first time and many disabled ex-servicemen following World War 1. It
paints a picture of life 100 years ago and will be the last census available for the next 30 years.
Colin Barratt
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SOUTHGATE DISTRICT CIVIC VOICE OPEN MEETING
Saturday 22nd January 2.30pm

Alex Henry will talk about ‘Beyond the Brava Gente: Rethinking the
Italian Experience of the Second World War’ followed by an update
on Trent Park Museum.
Dr Alex Henry is a historian of the Second World War and the Trent
Park Museum Trust’s historical advisor. His particular research
interest is the conflict fought between the Allies and Fascist Italy,
1940-1943. This talk will be focused on this research, with an update
on the progress of the museum.
There is a popular notion that the Italian armed forces of the Second
World War were an inferior fighting force. Despite the vast numbers
taken prisoner, detailed studies of the experiences of these soldiers
remain relatively uncommon and the value of this group to furthering
our understanding of the Italian experience of war under Fascism is
also rarely acknowledged.
The existence in the National Archives of hundreds of pages of transcripts of covert British
surveillance of Italian POWs has made it possible to engage with their experiences and opinions in
much greater depth. The euphemistically termed ‘Special Reports’ present historians with a unique
insight into how all levels of Italian soldiery viewed Fascist Italy’s experience of war, 1940-1943.
This talk will examine topics such as attitudes towards Italian political leadership, the progress of the
war, as well as Italian soldiers’ ‘everyday’ views on war, the enemy, death, food, their allies, bravery,
race, and killing. These fascinating documents reveal the complexity of the outlook of these men,
which persistent – and influential – national stereotypes and historiographical trends fail to
acknowledge.
The Trent Park Museum, when it is established, hopefully by
Spring 2024, will tell the fascinating history of the house and its
many distinguished owners and guests over the decades. But, it
will also explain its special historic importance as the home of
Britain’s ‘Secret Listeners’ (MI19) who transformed the House and
grounds into a state-of-the art surveillance centre listening to the
German general POWs.
Alex Henry is a historian of the Second World War with particular research interests in the conflict
fought between the Allies and Fascist Italy, 1940-1943. He completed his PhD, MA and BA in the
Department of History at the University of Nottingham between 2010 and 2018.
Since February 2021, he has been a Teaching Associate in Modern History
within the Department of History (UoN).
In July 2021 his first monograph – War Through Italian Eyes: Fighting for
Mussolini, 1940-1943 (Routledge) was published.
A related Open-Access article: ‘‘Everybody to be Armed’: Italian Naval
Personnel and the Axis Occupation of Bordeaux, 1940-1943’, The British
Journal of Military History, 6/3 (2020), 23-41 – can be viewed at https://
doi.org/10.25602/GOLD.bjmh.v6i3.1424
(continued over)
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The meeting details:
Date & time: Saturday 22nd January at 2.30pm
Where: via Zoom. Due to the continuing uncertainty and possible restrictions, we have regrettably
decided to continue with virtual meetings via Zoom.
To book: go to our Eventbrite page - https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/sdcv-rethinking-the-italianexperience-of-wwii-trent-park-museum-tickets-234276807237
Tickets:
SDCV members are free.
Non-members tickets only cost £5 (including a non-refundable booking fee).
By joining Southgate District Civic Voice the membership fee will be reduced to £10 to include the
ticket price!
ALL ARE WELCOME
Preenal Gondhea / Jane Maggs

ENFIELD ARCHIVE IS MOVING
As you may know, the search room at Enfield Local Studies and Archive at the Dugdale Centre is
now closed, pending its eventual transfer to the Civic Centre after its temporary relocation to Ridge
Avenue Library. (This will include the SDCV archive). On 1st December The Enfield Independent
reported that Enfield Council confirmed its Local Studies and Archive would relocate to Ridge
Avenue in December, while its new home at the Civic Centre is being redeveloped.
If its new location matches the full accredited archive service status achieved at the Dugdale Centre,
and have improved facilities, then this could be beneficial. However, Ridge Avenue is not yet ready
to receive it and the Civic Centre may not be ready to house the archive until Spring 2023. Local
history enquiries will continue to be responded to during this period, but it’s difficult to see how the
Council could achieve its claim that service users “should not see any impact from the move”.
SDCV joins with The Enfield Society and Edmonton Hundred in being very concerned about the
future of our precious archives.
Colin Barratt

MEMBERSHIP REMINDER
Your subscription for the year 2022/23 is due on

1st APRIL 2022

and remains unchanged at £15 for the year.
A renewal form will be sent to you at the beginning of March 2022
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CIVIC VOICE UPDATE
Southgate Office Village

The decision by the inspector on the Southgate Office Village (SOV) appeal took Civic Voice by
surprise. In their recent update they wrote:
This decision is relevant for all civic societies that care about where they live.
Having followed the case from the start and provided facilitation support and guidance to
SDCV at critical milestones, Civic Voice will be considering the decision carefully in the
coming weeks.
Civic Voice has issued some immediate reflections in a blog: ‘INSPECTOR ALLOWS
SOUTHGATE OFFICE VILLAGE SCHEME ON APPEAL (CASE REFERENCE: 3270885)’, which
can be found here: https://civicvoiceblog.wordpress.com/2021/12/17/inspector-allows-southgateoffice-village-scheme-on-appeal/

Civic Societies support a motion calling for Civic Voice to campaign for formal
status in planning

Civic Voice has been discussing for some time, whether they should be campaigning for Civic
Societies to have a formal voice in the planning system.
At the AGM a motion was included:
If the Planning Bill removes the right of individuals to make representations at the individual
planning application stage, Civic Voice commits to working with the APPG Civic Societies to:
Amend the Planning Bill to prevent this from happening, but, if it does,
We commit to building on the excellent work of civic societies by working to ensure civic
societies are named as ‘formal representatives’ at the local plan stage.
The motion was supported by 93% of civic societies who voted – including SDCV.
Even though not every civic society wants formal status, Civic Voice believes that this vote gives
them a clear direction on the level of support across the wider movement. However, since that
motion was agreed, Government sources indicate that the Planning Bill will evolve into a new
Levelling Up Bill in 2022.
As this change will impact the motion above, the Civic Voice Board of Trustees will now be
discussing the next steps in the campaign for Civic Societies to have a formal voice in the planning
system.

Can you define a Civic Society?

No? It is actually more complicated than at first thought!
It has become clear that it would be very helpful to the work of Civic Voice to define what a Civic
Society actually is in the 21st Century. So work has started on this task.
Despite their diversity (in terms of area size, location, heritage, membership numbers, demographic)
civic societies often share similar aspirations and challenges. Whether it is championing
conversation areas, or focusing on planning applications, or even organising a litter pick, pride of
place is at the heart of what we all do. With such diversity, how do we create a single definition?
If you would like to join a working group to help Civic Voice explore how to define a Civic
Society. Get in touch at info@civicvoice.org.uk.
(continued over)
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Civic Voice Convention

Finally: In the last newsletter I mentioned that Civic Voice’s postponed Convention would take place
in April 2022 in Coventry, UK City of Culture. However, with the changing situation, the plan is still
not clear. The Board of Trustee’s have yet to make a final decision, but I will send out more news
once it is available.
Jane Maggs

LONDON FORUM OF AMENITY AND CIVIC SOCIETIES
London Forum Open Meeting

The next London Forum Open Meeting is: The Building a Borough-wide
Alliance of Community Organisations.
It will by Zoom on Wednesday 26th January at 6.30 pm.
At the time of going to press the confirmed speakers are from Ealing Matters and the Federation of
Residents Associations in Barnet. We will have more details in early 2022, including information on
how to access the meeting.

London Forum has a new President

At the last London Forum AGM in October, Ben Derbyshire was approved as President and Nicky
Gavron as a Vice President. Ben Derbyshire is a past President of RIBA and his statement following
appointment has been published in the latest edition of London Forum Insights, which can be viewed
at their website: https://www.londonforum.org.uk/
In his piece Ben Derbyshire added a quote by Jan Gehl, the Danish architect and specialist in planning
cities for people – something that seems appropriate in our current situation in Southgate:
‘First people, then place, then buildings.
The other way around never works.’
Jane Maggs

SOUTHGATE WINTER LIGHTS FESTIVAL
Throughout February the Enfield Winter Lights
Festival will be taking place at various locations
throughout the borough. Southgate is one of the
town centres to be included.
The purpose of the festival is to promote footfall
back to our town centres. The plan is to include
light installations and artwork in Southgate.
However, perhaps more interesting is that there will be a host of workshops and smaller activations in
different places. The details have yet to be completed and of course the evolving covid situations is
making some aspects more difficult. However, having spoken to one of the artists, I know a lot of
hard work is going into the planning.
The programme will be curated by Artist Hive Studio and will be including local artists and designers.

More to follow!

Jane Maggs
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NEW SOUTHGATE GAS HOLDER SITE DEVELOPMENT
In December 2021 Enfield Council Planning
Committee approved the planning application from
City and Suburban Homes for a high rise residential
development on the former gas holder site at the
junction of Pinkham Way (A406 North Circular
Road) and Station Road in New Southgate. The
scheme will consist of two tower blocks of up to 14
and 19 storeys high, providing 182 homes and some
commercial floorspace.
The planning officers recommended the scheme for
approval because the council needed to “optimise
development on brownfield sites” and claiming the
proposal was in line with local, regional and
national policies. This isn’t as sensitive an area as Southgate Office Village, although there were some
objections to it and, as with many urban developments now, there are no car parking facilities
provided, except for a few blue badge ones. Instead there are over 300 cycle spaces for residents.
Again, developers think residents won’t need a car, as the development will be “well connected in
terms of public transport”. We shall see!
My involvement with this scheme is firstly a local
history one. I mentioned in previous newsletters that
I hoped the memorials to the former gas works and
recently demolished gas holder, which I arranged to
have installed on the nearby Millennium Green last
summer, would be re-located in the proposed public
square of the new development, if it’s approved. The
agents for the developers were very keen on this
idea, so I will be continuing discussions with them
as the building scheme progresses.

Secondly, as a volunteer on the
Millennium
Green,
I’ve
been
encouraging the Trustees to apply for
financial support from the S106 funds
for community use, required for major
developments. This was done in the
planning application submission and
I’m hopeful that they will receive a
considerable amount to help them
improve the Green for the local
community and the new residents.
If all goes smoothly, the development
should be completed in three to four
years time.
Colin Barratt
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LAMAS LOCAL HISTORY PUBLICATIONS AWARDS
The annual Local History Conference of LAMAS (London and Middlesex Archaeological Society)
was cancelled in 2020, due to Covid, but the one for 2021 was held via Zoom in November. These
conferences include awarding prizes for the publications submitted to LAMAS each year, in three
categories: book, journal and newsletter. It was decided to hold over the 2020 awards until 2021 and
they were also announced at this conference.
Those who have been members with us for some time will remember that we have had success in
these awards in previous years. In 2004 Peter Hodge’s book “The Cresswells of Winchmore Hill”
was runner-up in the Book category, in 2005 “Oakleaves 3” was runner-up in the Journal category
and in 2014 “Oakleaves 5” won the Best Journal prize.

In 2020 we entered our 2019 newsletters into that category. At the 2021 Conference it was
announced that, for the third year in a row, Chadwell Heath Historical Society won the 2020 prize
for newsletters. Unfortunately, there are no runners-up prizes given now, but Southgate District Civic
Trust (before our name change) and Twickenham Local History Society were Highly Commended
for our newsletters. We may not have won the £50 prize for our newsletter this time, but it was
encouraging to have it recognized as being worthy of mentioning.
Colin Barratt

CHRISTMAS IN SOUTHGATE
This Christmas festival in Southgate took place on a damp and grey day in December. Sadly, for
reasons that are still not clear, the events planned by the council were scaled back on the day. This
was a great disappointment to those in our community who were involved.
In the end the only stage was next to the station.
Dixielanders and groups from Chickenshed.

Highlights being the excellent New River

We are delighted to report that the local Fire Brigade SDCV invited were there. There was a Fire
Engine parked outside Southgate Underground Station; clearly something for children of all ages!

Jane Maggs
Pictures: Charith Gunawardena, Jane Maggs
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